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CONFIDENTIAL KINSHASA 6034 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: CG PFOR BE 

SUBJECT: NEW BELGIAN AMBASSADOR SOON? 

REF: BRUSSELS 5022 

1. BELGIAN AMBASSADOR KERREMANS RETURNED TO KINSHASA 
JUNE 30. WILL MAKE FAREWELL CALLS AND DEPART DEFINITIVELY 
FOR BELGIUM JULY 7. 

2. KERREMANS' DEPUTY (VON CROMBRUGGE) TELLS US LENGTHY 
NEGOTIATIONS PRECEDED HIS RETURN. MOBUTU DID NOT WANT TO 
ALLOW KERREMANS TO RETURN WITHOUT TRADE-OFF: GOB DID NOT 
WANT TO NAME NEW AMBASSADOR UNTIL KERREMANS HAD BEEN ALLOWED 
TO SAY HIS OFFICIAL GOOD-BYES. SOLUTION WORKED OUT ONCE 

GOB DECIDED TO SEND FOREIGN TRADE MINISTER TOUSSAINT TO 
REPRESENT IT AT FIKIN (HE ARRIVED JULY 2). VON CROMBRUGGE 
BELIEVES BRUSSELS WILL NOW NAME NEW AMBASSADOR HERE FAIRLY 
SOON. 

ANDREW 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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